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Faith in Action 
It is sad to admit, but far too often we human beings look to address problems only when they affect our own interests 
or the interest of those we know and love.  As Christians, we need to seek to be people after God’s own heart, looking 
beyond just our community and looking out for the interests of all our neighbors across this metropolitan city. 

Yet even when we catch God’s vision and hear God’s call to act, sometimes we feel paralyzed by the sheer scope of 
the problem.  It can seem overwhelming!  But the Good News is that we are not doing it alone.  The Spirit of God is 
moving in hearts and minds and we are called as partners to further this good work. 

In today’s session, we are going to identify and commit to concrete ways in which we can make a difference for metro 
Richmond when it comes to regional public transportation.  Here are two accounts of people like you putting their faith 
into action. 

“We prayed, we planned, we emailed, and finally the date was here for some of our brothers and sisters in Christ from St. 
James Episcopal to tour Mt. Gilead Full Gospel International Ministries.  The occasion was simply beautiful: From 
personally opening the door for everyone as they arrived, to snapping pictures and taking video of different moments, to 
worshipping and getting a word from God together.  It was all blessed.  And I cannot forget about the added free meal from our 
gourmet kitchen (compliments of our chef as authorized by Bishop Daniel Robertson Jr.).  I could sense and feel an 
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Though	this	study	is	coming	to	an	end,	the	work	to	realize	a	truly	regional	public	transportation	system	that	benefits	
all	of	our	citizens	is	just	beginning.		For	this	to	happen,	we	need	you	and	your	church	to	step	up.		Here	are	just	a	few	
things	you	can	do	to	continue	to	move	our	region	forward	on	public	transportation.	

• Pray	for	regional	public	transit	initiatives	in	both	your	personal	prayers	and	in	corporate	church	prayers.	

• Ride	the	bus	as	a	group.		Spend	time	discussing	and	processing	the	experience.	

• Email	your	representative	on	City	Council	or	your	Board	of	Supervisors	and	let	them	know	that	you	support	
public	transit.			

• Attend	 council	 or	 supervisors’	 meetings	 and	 participate	 in	 the	
public	comment	period.		Mention	the	need	for	public	transit	to	be	
part	of	your	jurisdiction’s	long-term	growth	planning.	

• Talk	with	your	neighbors	and	co-workers	about	your	support.	

• Brainstorm	additional	ideas	and	send	them	to:	
info@rvarapidtransit.org.	

• Go	to	the	website	www.rvarapidtransit.org/faith	and	learn	more.			

Visit	 www.rvarapidtransit.org/takeaction	 for	 the	 most	 recent	 list	 of	
opportunities	where	you	can	be	a	doer	who	acts!	

(Continued) 

How Can You Be Involved? 
 

Questions?  Ideas?  Contact us! 

info@rvarapidtransit.org 

In the next six months, I commit to 
doing the following: 

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________ 

What I Will Do 
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overwhelming peace and the joy of the Lord with every interaction of 
reconciliation that felt incredible.  I am so thankful that our Bishop fully 
supports our being in relationship and working together with St. James on 
transit.” 

~ Dominic Carter, community organizer with RVA Rapid Transit and 
member of Mt. Gilead. 

“My awareness of the need for a regional transit system goes back many 
years, informed by conversations, tours, book groups and missions with Ben 
Campbell and Richmond Hill.  After reading Richmond’s Unhealed History I 
was ready for action.  I joined the team early on, working with the St. James’s 
BRT advocacy team, building awareness in our Parish as well as serving at 
information tables at events such as the Street Art Festival at the former GRTC 
site on Cary Street.  I now serve on the RVA Rapid Transit board, have 
participated in many planning and City Council meetings, and advocate for 
BRT in every kind of encounter with fellow citizens.  A comprehensive regional 
transit network is good for our economy and fulfills essential social justice, 
providing efficient transportation to all.” 

~ Suzanne Hall, Director of Stewardship and Development at St. James’s 
Episcopal Church 

“Last month, a friend and I handed out fliers to all the residents in Gilpin 
Court inviting them to a planning meeting in their neighborhood regarding 
changes in public transportation.  This doable, yet effective task began with a 
simple question to GRTC months ago: ‘What do you need?’  That is a far 
different question than ‘What do I know that this situation needs?’  Having an 
agenda can be a sneaky way to be ineffective.  Inviting volunteers to join us felt 
natural because the chance for Gilpin residents to weigh in would fill a real 
void, reversing injustice.” 

~ Nate Mathews, Owner of Nate's Bagels and Member of City Church 
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Create Your Plan 
Keeping in mind your group members and your group time, choose from among the OPEN, EXPLORE, and CLOSE 
activities to plan the session.  There are more opportunities and activities for discussion than can fit in one hour, so 
please choose from among them as you feel called and be flexible as the conversation unfolds, feeling free to take 
things in a different order than presented in this guide.  As facilitator, you do not need to have answers to every 
question or be an expert in transit!  If questions arise as you prepare or during the session, please feel free and 
encouraged to reach out to info@rvarapidtransit.org.  We will do our best to get the answer. 

Main	Idea:	 We	have	heard	the	Word,	now	we	must	act.	

Goal:	 Give	participants	concrete	 ideas	on	how	they	can	get	 involved.	 	Provide	space	 for	them	to	create	their	own	
ideas.	

NOTE: Before the session, you may wish to visit www.rvarapidtransit.org/faith to see the current list of action steps 
that RVA Rapid Transit is promoting, as well as download the latest version of this session to have some of those 
current action steps in the “How Can You Be Involved?” section of the student materials.  By the way, the session 
materials you are reading right now were last updated: 10/6/16 7:28 AM. 

Open the Session 
Pray Together 
Loving God, too often we have been silent and missed opportunities to share with others the message of love which 
you brought into the world.  You have come that we may have life, and have it to the full.  We ask that you will show 
us a new way to live, so that, with your forgiveness and with an awareness of your presence, we can truly claim to 
follow you in thought and word and deed.  Help us to see and act on the ways public transit for Metro Richmond offers 
avenues for connection, justice, reconciliation, and living faith.  Amen. 

Introduce the Topic 
Ask: What motivates you to go from acknowledging a problem exists to taking steps to address the problem?  When do 
you ignore a problem, hoping it goes away, and when do you do something?  Ask the group to suggest examples of 
different types of problems – at home, at work, at church, in the community – and identify the factors that make them 
more or less likely to address the problem.  List the common themes on a whiteboard or easel pad for the group to refer 
back to during the session.    

Explore the Topic 
Have a Bible Study 
Read or Review “Core Bible Passage.”  Say: “At the beginning of these sessions we talked about some of the 
challenges metropolitan Richmond faces.  (You might have the group review the specific issues they brought up.)  
Throughout this study, we have focused on the ways a regional public transportation system might address some of 
those challenges as well as the challenge itself of creating such a system.”  Ask: When faced with [large scale] 
community problems, what is your normal reaction?  How do you see God challenging you to react? 

Consider Personal Examples 
Read or review “Faith in Action.”  Say: “Think back on a time when your church partnered with another faith 
community or organization to accomplish a task.  (e.g. church mission trip, volunteering with a community non-profit.)  
Describe some of the blessings as well as the challenges that emerged from that partnership.  What would it take to 
engage your church in a long-term partnership around the issue of public transportation with a faith community 
significantly different from yourselves?  
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Say: “Suzanne mentions how she advocates for bus rapid transit in ‘every kind of encounter’ with people she meets.”  
Ask: Where are some places in your regular routine where you might (casually) bring up the issue of public transit? 

Say: “Nate calls attention to the difference between assuming we know what a situation or organization needs and 
asking them what they need.”  Ask: What happens when we ask a group of people or an organization ‘What do you 
need?’ as opposed to asking ourselves ‘What do I think this situation needs?’  Are good intentions enough reason to 
act? 

Identify Next Steps 
Read or review “How Can You Be Involved?”  Ask: Which of these ideas resonate with you and why?  What other 
ideas do you have that can be added to this list, both for individuals as well as groups?  Think also about circles of 
influence, where you or your church connects with other organizations and people.   

Make an action plan for your church with a goal of at least one activity each month for the next six months.  Consider 
activities that might be done as a group as well as activities that might be done individually.  Ask: How will we 
communicate our plan and progress to one another?  How might we get more from our church involved? 

Closing the Session 
Reflect on Next Steps 
Invite group members to reflect for a few moments in silence on what will motivate them to take action on public 
transportation, as well as to consider any barriers that might stand in their way and how they could overcome those 
barriers.  Invite them to jot down 1 or 2 things they will commit to doing in the next six months.  After time for silent 
reflection, invite people to share as they feel comfortable.  Ask: What can our group do to help each other individually 
take action?  How do we hold each other accountable and not be stuck with just good intentions? 

Pray Together 
Lord Jesus, we pray that you will prepare us for your will to be done in the world: revive our dreams of justice and 
restore our passion for what is right, good and true.  May your love motivate our care for this neighborhood and for the 
wider community and help us all to play a part in helping to overcome the social ills that drag so many into despair.  
Help us to always and everywhere seek the welfare of our city, to pray to you on its behalf, for in its welfare we will 
find our welfare.  We pray that your love will inspire our citizenship so that it rises above the mediocre, and doesn’t 
despair at the tremendousness of the task set before it.  What we have promised in love and prayer let us never forget 
to do.  Amen. 

 

Questions?  Ideas?  Feel free to contact us at:  info@rvarapidtransit.org 
Download the latest version of this study and other useful handouts at: 

www.rvarapidtransit.org/faith (You can learn more about the topic there, too!) 


