
Session 3 God’s Call: Transit as Reconciliation 

Core Bible Passage: 
Isaiah 58:1-12 
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In recent months I have had the opportunity to be in meeting rooms 
and in living rooms with residents of Henrico, Chesterfield, 
Hanover, and the City of Richmond.  What has become obvious to 
me is that there is a subtle, yet violent division between us in these 
jurisdictions.  You can hear it in the way city officials talk about 
county officials and vice versa.  But you can also hear it in the ways 
we talk about each other in our homes. 

I remember the first time I told someone in the living room of a 
home in Henrico County that I grew up in Chesterfield and this 
resident of Henrico said to me, “You have to take a bag lunch to go 
to Chesterfield: ‘Dog Town.’”  I do not completely understand what 
that means. But I only came to understand recently why my high 
school in Chesterfield had such vitriol for our cross-town rival in 
Henrico — it was that same Southside/Henrico rivalry. 

I am of course concerned about the violence that faces young people 
in my current neighborhood in Church Hill. But, to be honest, I am 
equally concerned about the subtle forms of violence we perpetuate 
against one another in our boardrooms and living rooms throughout 
the metropolitan city.  It is that subtle violence that allows the 
divisions of our metropolitan city to continue.  It is that subtle 
violence that undermines the opportunities and access of our young 
people in Church Hill and throughout the metropolitan city. 

The RVA Rapid Transit Movement is a concrete effort to unite us 
across these divisions—to transform our metropolitan narrative from 
one of rivalry to one of unity.  But it is not only a Movement out 
there.  It is a Movement inside each of us which calls on us to 
evaluate our own subtle forms of violence against people who live in 
other portions of the metropolitan city. When have I made a 
degrading statement about another portion or person in the 
metropolitan city?  How am I perpetuating violent divisions in the 
supposed “peace” of my living room? 

The transformation towards true peace begins with honest self-
reflection and the refusal to any longer lend my words or actions, no 
matter how, small, to the violence of division in metropolitan 
Richmond.  Rather I give my Words and actions over to the life 
giving, unifying power of God, who is bringing true peace and 
justice to us all.  

1

Continued on page 2 



 

 
2 

Corridors for the Kingdom Session 3 God’s Call: Transit as Reconciliation 

Questions?  Ideas?  Contact us! 

info@rvarapidtransit.org 

www.rvarapidtransit.org 
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The Peace of the City 

A few months ago I was at a church ministry fair sitting at a booth 
promoting RVA Rapid Transit.  An older gentleman came up and 
said, “What does public transportation have to do with God?”  I 
quoted a few scriptures about God’s desire to redeem places as well 
as people and seeking the peace of the city.  I pointed out how 
Nehemiah rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem, and how the kingdom 
coming in my mind was a physical, social, and physical force.  He 
seemed disinterested in any explanation.  Perhaps his mind was 
already set about what things are spiritual, and apparently transit is 
not.  

At Richmond Hill, we pray for metropolitan Richmond 21 times a 
week, in specific ways—for its leadership, people, and 
institutions…. we pray for its health.  Above the doors of 
Richmond Hill is the scripture “seek the peace of the city….”   I do 
not interpret that to mean just peace as in the absence of conflict, 
but shalom, things being made right and whole.  I see bringing Bus 
Rapid Transit (a metro system on wheels…sleek, frequent, and 
affordable) as an instrument of shalom.  Why?  Corridors and 
streets are what connect us as a region, to one another, and our 
shared resources.  Rapid Transit could be a point of connection that 
leads to reconciliation.  

Sharing public space like a regional BRT is one way we can engage 
across jurisdictional boundaries as well as racial, economic, and 
generational lines.  Rapid Transit also promotes the common good, 
improving the health of our communities by connecting residents to 
jobs, educational institutions, housing, and other resources.  It can 
also be a catalyst for visible transformation by way of new 
development, economic revitalization, and the redesign/ 
improvement of roads, infrastructure, and buildings.  

Lastly, it promotes good stewardship of our environmental 
resources, as riding transit decreases our use of cars, which 
improves air quality and the need for gas.  It also decreases traffic 
so our time can be better spent and reduces car accidents which are 
costly to our health and finances.  That’s good news!  

Witnessing the excitement and possibility around Bus Rapid Transit 
has convinced me that it is actually a movement of the Spirit and 
another way for God’s Kingdom to come.  I get to participate in 
praying and working for the future of Metropolitan Richmond, 
specifically in improving transportation so we can have a safe, 
reliable, and efficient point of connection.  

That seems like Kingdom work to me; a holy calling to help save 
the soul of our city.  
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Facilitaor’s Guide 

1

Create Your Plan 
Keeping in mind your group members and your group time, choose from among the OPEN, EXPLORE, and CLOSE 
activities to plan the session.  There are more opportunities and activities for discussion than can fit in one hour, so 
please choose from among them as you feel called and be flexible as the conversation unfolds, feeling free to take 
things in a different order than presented in this guide.  As facilitator, you do not need to have answers to every 
question or be an expert in transit!  If questions arise as you prepare or during the session, please feel free and 
encouraged to reach out to info@rvarapidtransit.org.  We will do our best to get the answer. 

Main	Idea:	 As	people	of	faith,	we	are	called	to	be	ministers	of	reconciliation;	we	are	called	to	loose	the	bonds	of	injustice	
and	be	the	repairer	of	the	breach,	the	restorer	of	streets	 to	 live	 in.	 	God	wants	more	 for	every	citizen	of	 the	
metropolitan	region	and	transportation	has	an	important	role	to	play.		

Goal:	 Help	 participants	 explore	 ways	 to	 live	 out	 their	 faith	 as	 reconcilers,	 and	 explore	 how	 enhancing	 public	
transportation	seeks	the	welfare	of	 the	metro	area	 in	which	we	have	been	placed.	 	Encourage	reflection	on	
past	divisions	and	ways	of	bridging	them.	

Open the Session 
Pray Together 
Loving God, too often we have been silent and missed opportunities to share with others the message of love which 
you brought into the world.  You have come that we may have life, and have it to the full.  We ask that you will show 
us a new way to live, so that, with your forgiveness and with an awareness of your presence, we can truly claim to 
follow you in thought and word and deed.  Help us to see and act on the ways public transit for Metro Richmond offers 
avenues for connection, justice, reconciliation, and living faith.  Amen. 

Introduce the Topic 
Read or review “It’s Time for Reconciliation in the RVA.”  Ask: What are some of the various perceptions you have 
heard or made note of about different parts of metropolitan Richmond?  How would you describe the differences 
between places like Henrico, Richmond City, and Chesterfield?  How might stereotypes come into play here?  Do you 
believe the rapid transit movement can transform our metropolitan narrative from one of rivalry to one of unity?  Why 
or why not?  How might regional transit unify us?  

Explore the Topic 
Consider God’s Shalom 
Read or review “The Peace of the City.”  Say: “The writer speaks of peace as more than the absence of conflict, but 
rather as things being made right and whole.”  Ask: Where are some places in our metropolitan city that you feel 
particularly are in need of God’s shalom/peace?  How do you hear God calling you to help bring that peace about?   

Say: “The writer makes the claim that ‘Rapid Transit could be a point of connection that leads to reconciliation.’”  
Ask: How do you imagine transportation bringing about reconciliation for metropolitan Richmond?  (Possible answers: 
If this study is being done as a congregational pair, you might suggest the relationships being formed between different 
church members.  Jurisdictional cooperation might be another answer.  The question leads nicely into the next item…) 

Discuss Anti-Poverty Initiatives 
Read the following excerpt from the January 18, 2013 report to the mayor from the Mayor’s Anti-Poverty 
Commission.  (The full report can be accessed at www.rvarapidtransit.org.) 

For a variety of historical and political reasons, the spatial mismatch problem in Richmond is particularly severe.  
GRTC provides strong transit coverage via bus within the city limits of Richmond, but most two-way bus service 
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stops at the county lines.  (Henrico County maintains limited daytime service several miles beyond Willow 
Lawn on Broad Street, and to the new White Oak Mall on Laburnum Avenue.)  Consequently, carless Richmond 
residents are excluded from access to employment opportunities at most of the major job centers in the region 
located beyond the city limits on the four major trunk highways that serve metropolitan Richmond.  (p. 57) 

Ask:  Were you aware of the “spatial mismatch” that characterizes current public transit in metro Richmond, for 
example that most two-way bus service stops at the county line?  How do you respond to this information?  What 
connection, if any, do you see with our region’s racial history?  The report speaks of a “perceived clash of interests” 
between the city and the counties and a “dearth of effective regional cooperation.”  How do people of faith serve as 
ministers of reconciliation and “embrace a future premised on the idea that the city and the counties share a common 
fate” (p. 62)?   

Have a Bible Study 
Read or review “Core Bible Passages.”  Ask: Where have you seen “the pointing of the finger” and “the speaking of 
evil” in Metro Richmond?  Are there specific ways we can restore streets to dwell together?  Does it matter if we do it 
together, as opposed to in separate groups?  Why or why not?  Where is God challenging you to move you faith out 
from being a private and personal affair and integrate it into the life of the community? 

Reflect on Your Own Story  
Provide paper and pens and allow a few minutes for individuals to jot down some thoughts around one of the following 
sets of questions:   

• Reflect on your own God story, the times where you have particularly felt God’s presence or that you were 
doing God’s will.  What are some of the common features of those encounters?  Where do justice, kindness, 
and humility fit in?  What do you feel God requires of you in regards to God’s story and plan for Metro 
Richmond?   

• Reflect on a situation where differences in opinion/customs/values/beliefs/practices/etc. keep you from being 
in relationship with one another.  What keeps you apart and/or who or what brought you together?  Where do 
you feel God is calling you today to be a minister of reconciliation? 

Allow time for anyone who wishes to share any insights with the group to do so. 

Closing the Session 
Reflect on Your Community 
Ask:  How do you see a high quality regional public transportation bringing redemption and reconciliation to 
metropolitan Richmond?  How do you think Richmond’s story has changed while you have lived here?  What are you 
doing to better that story? 

Pray Together 
Lord Jesus, we pray that you will prepare us for your will to be done in the world: revive our dreams of justice and 
restore our passion for what is right, good and true.  May your love motivate our care for this neighborhood and for the 
wider community and help us all to play a part in helping to overcome the social ills that drag so many into despair.  
Help us to always and everywhere seek the welfare of our city, to pray to you on its behalf, for in its welfare we will 
find our welfare.  We pray that your love will inspire our citizenship so that it rises above the mediocre, and doesn’t 
despair at the tremendousness of the task set before it.  What we have promised in love and prayer let us never forget 
to do.  Amen. 

 

Questions?  Ideas?  Feel free to contact us at:  info@rvarapidtransit.org 

Download the latest version of this study and other useful handouts at: 

www.rvarapidtransit.org/faith (You can learn more about the topic there, too!) 


