
Session 3 God’s Call: Transit as Reconciliation 

Core Bible Passage: 
Isaiah 58:1-12 
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In recent months I have had the opportunity to be in meeting rooms 
and in living rooms with residents of Henrico, Chesterfield, 
Hanover, and the City of Richmond.  What has become obvious to 
me is that there is a subtle, yet violent division between us in these 
jurisdictions.  You can hear it in the way city officials talk about 
county officials and vice versa.  But you can also hear it in the ways 
we talk about each other in our homes. 

I remember the first time I told someone in the living room of a 
home in Henrico County that I grew up in Chesterfield and this 
resident of Henrico said to me, “You have to take a bag lunch to go 
to Chesterfield: ‘Dog Town.’”  I do not completely understand what 
that means. But I only came to understand recently why my high 
school in Chesterfield had such vitriol for our cross-town rival in 
Henrico — it was that same Southside/Henrico rivalry. 

I am of course concerned about the violence that faces young people 
in my current neighborhood in Church Hill. But, to be honest, I am 
equally concerned about the subtle forms of violence we perpetuate 
against one another in our boardrooms and living rooms throughout 
the metropolitan city.  It is that subtle violence that allows the 
divisions of our metropolitan city to continue.  It is that subtle 
violence that undermines the opportunities and access of our young 
people in Church Hill and throughout the metropolitan city. 

The RVA Rapid Transit Movement is a concrete effort to unite us 
across these divisions—to transform our metropolitan narrative from 
one of rivalry to one of unity.  But it is not only a Movement out 
there.  It is a Movement inside each of us which calls on us to 
evaluate our own subtle forms of violence against people who live in 
other portions of the metropolitan city. When have I made a 
degrading statement about another portion or person in the 
metropolitan city?  How am I perpetuating violent divisions in the 
supposed “peace” of my living room? 

The transformation towards true peace begins with honest self-
reflection and the refusal to any longer lend my words or actions, no 
matter how, small, to the violence of division in metropolitan 
Richmond.  Rather I give my Words and actions over to the life 
giving, unifying power of God, who is bringing true peace and 
justice to us all.  
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Corridors for the Kingdom Session 3 God’s Call: Transit as Reconciliation 

Questions?  Ideas?  Contact us! 

info@rvarapidtransit.org 

www.rvarapidtransit.org 
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The Peace of the City 

A few months ago I was at a church ministry fair sitting at a booth 
promoting RVA Rapid Transit.  An older gentleman came up and 
said, “What does public transportation have to do with God?”  I 
quoted a few scriptures about God’s desire to redeem places as well 
as people and seeking the peace of the city.  I pointed out how 
Nehemiah rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem, and how the kingdom 
coming in my mind was a physical, social, and physical force.  He 
seemed disinterested in any explanation.  Perhaps his mind was 
already set about what things are spiritual, and apparently transit is 
not.  

At Richmond Hill, we pray for metropolitan Richmond 21 times a 
week, in specific ways—for its leadership, people, and 
institutions…. we pray for its health.  Above the doors of 
Richmond Hill is the scripture “seek the peace of the city….”   I do 
not interpret that to mean just peace as in the absence of conflict, 
but shalom, things being made right and whole.  I see bringing Bus 
Rapid Transit (a metro system on wheels…sleek, frequent, and 
affordable) as an instrument of shalom.  Why?  Corridors and 
streets are what connect us as a region, to one another, and our 
shared resources.  Rapid Transit could be a point of connection that 
leads to reconciliation.  

Sharing public space like a regional BRT is one way we can engage 
across jurisdictional boundaries as well as racial, economic, and 
generational lines.  Rapid Transit also promotes the common good, 
improving the health of our communities by connecting residents to 
jobs, educational institutions, housing, and other resources.  It can 
also be a catalyst for visible transformation by way of new 
development, economic revitalization, and the redesign/ 
improvement of roads, infrastructure, and buildings.  

Lastly, it promotes good stewardship of our environmental 
resources, as riding transit decreases our use of cars, which 
improves air quality and the need for gas.  It also decreases traffic 
so our time can be better spent and reduces car accidents which are 
costly to our health and finances.  That’s good news!  

Witnessing the excitement and possibility around Bus Rapid Transit 
has convinced me that it is actually a movement of the Spirit and 
another way for God’s Kingdom to come.  I get to participate in 
praying and working for the future of Metropolitan Richmond, 
specifically in improving transportation so we can have a safe, 
reliable, and efficient point of connection.  

That seems like Kingdom work to me; a holy calling to help save 
the soul of our city.  
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