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Why Does Public Transit Matter? 
Why do you move about Metro Richmond?  To get to work? 
Groceries?  School?  Church?  To meet up with friends or family?  
To see the doctor?  To shop for your home?  For yourself?  To get 
kids to and from practice or friends’ houses?  To enjoy a night out or 
an afternoon at Belle Isle?  Most of us move about Metro Richmond 
regularly for reasons like these, traveling mile after mile to connect 
with those people and places that make up our daily lives.  
Prominent transit planner Jarrett Walker has noted along this line 
that “most of the time, our travel isn’t motivated by a sheer desire 
for movement; it’s motivated by the need to do something – to make 
some kind of economic or personal contact – that is too far away to 
walk to.  In most cases, we don’t want movement.  We want access.  
Access is the ability to complete some desired personal or economic 
transaction.”  (Human Transit p. 19)  

Whether we move about by car, bike, bus, foot, or some 
combination thereof, we are seeking access and connection to others 
who are part of our metropolitan community.  The Internet has 
affected these connections significantly, but we still find it necessary 
and desirable to move about town routinely.  The means of doing so 
has been heavily car-dependent particularly since the 1950s; 
however, Metro Richmond has a deep transit history, boasting the 
first electric streetcar system in the United States, which opened on 
Feb. 2, 1888.  These electric trolleys stopped running on Nov. 25, 
1949, and were replaced by the bus system that eventually came 
under public control and operation as GRTC (Greater Richmond 
Transit Company) in 1973.  

With this long history, we currently have two key opportunities to 
radically enhance access throughout the City via public 
transportation.  In the fall of 2017, a Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) line 
called the GRTC Pulse will begin running largely across the City’s 
dense Broad St. corridor.  BRT functions like light rail on wheels, 
with station stops and very frequent service.  Jarrett Walker is also 
helping rework the City’s bus system with the Richmond Transit 
Network Plan so that it can run with greater frequency and 
reliability.  These efforts afford an unprecedented chance to enhance 
connection to one another and access to work, commerce, medical 
care, play, and return trips home via public transportation.  
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Questions?  Ideas?   
Feel free to contact us at: 

info@rvarapidtransit.org 

www.rvarapidtransit.org 

(Continued) 

The	GRTC	Pulse	–	Scheduled	Opening:	October	2017	
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This kind of quality public transit for the City, and 
its farther expansion regionally into the counties, 
matter for four main reasons: economic 
development, equality of access, environmental 
care, and quality of life.  The first reason, 
economic development, relates to the fact that 
Metro Richmond stands poised to continue its 
ascent as a top tier metropolitan area, and a 
regional bus rapid transit system would provide a 
cost-effective means of facilitating workforce 
development, employee commutes, and access to 
commerce.  Such a system has been shown in other 
metro areas to draw and retain young talent, 
increase property values, and generate robust 
investment.  All of these in turn would provide jobs 
and raise jurisdictional revenues that flow with the 
second reason for regional transit: enhancing 
equality of access.  Access is key because so many 
throughout our region lack a car and therefore 
currently have no reliable way to reach resources 
and opportunities that lie outside public transit, like 
jobs, job training, higher education, nutritious food, 
routine medical care, not to mention the cultural 
and natural blessings of our region.  A first-class 
metro-wide transportation system would 
powerfully open avenues out of poverty.  

The third reason for metro-wide transit is that it 
would ease our draw on environmental 
resources, spurring the kind of development that 
entails more consolidated pipelines, electric grids, 
and roadways, while complementing pedestrian 
and bicycle friendly development.  The fourth 
reason is that regional transit would offer quality 
of life benefits for everyone, regardless of class, 
age, or ZIP code.  For those who do currently 
drive, the opportunity to hop on public 
transportation would afford less time commuting 
behind the wheel, stuck in traffic, or searching for 
parking - realities that will only grow worse as our 
population expands unless we prepare the way for 
other types of transit now.  A metro-wide system 
could also mean fewer drunk drivers on the road, 
as well as fewer texting drivers, and it would open 
up unprecedented opportunities for people 
throughout greater Richmond to maintain mobility 
as they age.  Overall, regional transit holds benefits 
that can unite us across jurisdiction, class, age, 
race, and religion (just to name a few of our 
standard divisions).  
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Facilitator’s Guide 
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Create Your Plan 
Keeping in mind your group members and your group time, choose from among the OPEN, EXPLORE, and CLOSE 
activities to plan the session.  There are more opportunities and activities for discussion than can fit in one hour, so 
please choose from among them as you feel called and be flexible as the conversation unfolds, feeling free to take 
things in a different order than presented in this guide.  As facilitator, you do not need to have answers to every 
question or be an expert in transit!  If questions arise as you prepare or during the session, please feel free and 
encouraged to reach out to info@rvarapidtransit.org.  We will do our best to get the answer. 

Main	Idea:	 God	intimately	cares	for	and	about	our	cities	and	wants	to	see	them	prosper.		A	healthy	city	is	one	in	which	all	
of	 its	 interconnected	 citizens	 have	 the	 opportunity	 to	 grow,	 prosper,	 and	 live	 into	 their	 calling	as	 beloved	
children	of	God.	

Goal:	 Introduce	the	issues.		Introduce	transportation	as	link	to	improving	other	areas	of	concern.	

Open the Session 
Pray Together 
Loving God, too often we have been silent and missed opportunities to share with others the message of love which 
you brought into the world.  You have come that we may have life, and have it to the full.  We ask that you will show 
us a new way to live, so that, with your forgiveness and with an awareness of your presence, we can truly claim to 
follow you in thought and word and deed.  Help us to see and act on the ways public transit for Metro Richmond offers 
avenues for connection, justice, reconciliation, and living faith.  Amen. 

Introduce the Topic 
Ask the following questions: Who are the people that make up metropolitan Richmond?  What are some of the 
challenges the metropolitan city faces?  How are the challenges different for the city and the counties?  How are they 
the same?  After some discussion, you might ask participants to make note on the “Facts & Figures” handout of the 
poverty rates in the city, Henrico, and Chesterfield. 

Explore the Topic 
Have a Bible Study  
Read or review “Core Bible Passages.”  Have a member of the class read out loud 1 Corinthians 12:12-26 and as the 
group listens, ask them to think about Paul’s metaphor in terms of your church life together.  Have them describe some 
of the different roles they have served as part of the body of Christ and discuss what might have happened if other 
members had lacked access and connection to them, or vice versa.  Then have the group break into teams of 2 or 3 
people and invite them to consider the over all body of Metro Richmond.  Ask the teams to discuss the following 
questions: 1) Whom do they have to lean on in everyday life, and whom do they have to be in connection with to 
thrive? 2) What makes people in Richmond feel like they “do not belong to the body” or are unimportant, and how 
might you or your church work to include them?  3) In what ways do you think segments of Richmond have said to 
one another, “I have no need of you,” and how might you or your church counter that claim?  Have the teams come 
back together and share.  Consider reading Matthew 25:37-40 as part of or in response to the conversation. 

Define Public Transportation 
Ask: What is your perception of public transportation?  Do you think people in Richmond perceive it differently than 
folks in other places (e.g. NYC or D.C.)?  How do you usually move about in your everyday life?  (car, bus, bike, foot, 
or some combination thereof)?  Have you ridden public transit in Richmond (or elsewhere)?  Why or why not?  What 
has been your experience?  Do you think your experience with public transportation is typical of most people in 
metropolitan Richmond? 
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Explore Reason for Public Transportation 
Read or review highlights of “Why Does Public Transit Matter?”  Say: The writer discusses four areas that Rapid 
transit enhances: equality of access, quality of life, environmental care, and economic development.  Ask: Which of 
these reasons resonates most strongly with you and why?  How is your community of faith working (or how could it 
work) to enhance this area, even beyond working for transit? 

Make it Personal 
Read or review “A Scrambled Schedule.”  Ask: What would Tisa’s day have been like depending on whether she had 
to use a car, a bike, or a bus to get around.  And with public transportation, imagine the difference it might make to 
have that bus coming every 15 minutes versus every 45-60 minutes.  Think back on a day when you experienced a 
“scrambled schedule”.  Whom did you rely on and how was your response shaped by the transportation choices 
available to you? 

Explore the Costs 
If you haven’t already, distribute the “Facts & Figures” handout.  Using the handout, share with the group the 
estimated cost per mile of operating various types of vehicles as well as the bus fares.  Have them estimate how much 
it costs them to get around each day using their current mode of transportation.  Ask: How does your current travel 
costs compare with other options (theoretical or real) you might have to get around for a day?  Do these figures 
surprise you?  

Closing the Session 
Reflect on Your Community 
Ask:  What are some of the symptoms you have witnessed that point to metropolitan Richmond not being one body, 
one community?  (Some possible answers: baseball stadium, bus routes stopping at county line, disparaging comments 
about a geographic region, differing public schools).  What could a first step be in bringing us together?  Is there a way 
that your church or individual people of faith could be a part of making that first step happen?   

Pray Together 
Lord Jesus, we pray that you will prepare us for your will to be done in the world: revive our dreams of justice and 
restore our passion for what is right, good and true.  May your love motivate our care for this neighborhood and for the 
wider community and help us all to play a part in helping to overcome the social ills that drag so many into despair.  
Help us to always and everywhere seek the welfare of our city, to pray to you on its behalf, for in its welfare we will 
find our welfare.  We pray that your love will inspire our citizenship so that it rises above the mediocre, and doesn’t 
despair at the tremendousness of the task set before it.  What we have promised in love and prayer let us never forget 
to do.  Amen. 

 

Questions?  Ideas?  Feel free to contact us at:  info@rvarapidtransit.org 

Download the latest version of this study and other useful handouts at: 

www.rvarapidtransit.org/faith (You can learn more about the topic there, too!) 


