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Why Does Public Transit Matter? 
Why do you move about Metro Richmond?  To get to work? 
Groceries?  School?  Church?  To meet up with friends or family?  
To see the doctor?  To shop for your home?  For yourself?  To get 
kids to and from practice or friends’ houses?  To enjoy a night out or 
an afternoon at Belle Isle?  Most of us move about Metro Richmond 
regularly for reasons like these, traveling mile after mile to connect 
with those people and places that make up our daily lives.  
Prominent transit planner Jarrett Walker has noted along this line 
that “most of the time, our travel isn’t motivated by a sheer desire 
for movement; it’s motivated by the need to do something – to make 
some kind of economic or personal contact – that is too far away to 
walk to.  In most cases, we don’t want movement.  We want access.  
Access is the ability to complete some desired personal or economic 
transaction.”  (Human Transit p. 19)  

Whether we move about by car, bike, bus, foot, or some 
combination thereof, we are seeking access and connection to others 
who are part of our metropolitan community.  The Internet has 
affected these connections significantly, but we still find it necessary 
and desirable to move about town routinely.  The means of doing so 
has been heavily car-dependent particularly since the 1950s; 
however, Metro Richmond has a deep transit history, boasting the 
first electric streetcar system in the United States, which opened on 
Feb. 2, 1888.  These electric trolleys stopped running on Nov. 25, 
1949, and were replaced by the bus system that eventually came 
under public control and operation as GRTC (Greater Richmond 
Transit Company) in 1973.  

With this long history, we currently have two key opportunities to 
radically enhance access throughout the City via public 
transportation.  In the fall of 2017, a Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) line 
called the GRTC Pulse will begin running largely across the City’s 
dense Broad St. corridor.  BRT functions like light rail on wheels, 
with station stops and very frequent service.  Jarrett Walker is also 
helping rework the City’s bus system with the Richmond Transit 
Network Plan so that it can run with greater frequency and 
reliability.  These efforts afford an unprecedented chance to enhance 
connection to one another and access to work, commerce, medical 
care, play, and return trips home via public transportation.  



 

 

2 

Corridors for the Kingdom Session 1 God’s Heart: Transit as Connection 

Questions?  Ideas?   
Feel free to contact us at: 

info@rvarapidtransit.org 

www.rvarapidtransit.org 

(Continued) 

The	GRTC	Pulse	–	Scheduled	Opening:	October	2017	
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This kind of quality public transit for the City, and 
its farther expansion regionally into the counties, 
matter for four main reasons: economic 
development, equality of access, environmental 
care, and quality of life.  The first reason, 
economic development, relates to the fact that 
Metro Richmond stands poised to continue its 
ascent as a top tier metropolitan area, and a 
regional bus rapid transit system would provide a 
cost-effective means of facilitating workforce 
development, employee commutes, and access to 
commerce.  Such a system has been shown in other 
metro areas to draw and retain young talent, 
increase property values, and generate robust 
investment.  All of these in turn would provide jobs 
and raise jurisdictional revenues that flow with the 
second reason for regional transit: enhancing 
equality of access.  Access is key because so many 
throughout our region lack a car and therefore 
currently have no reliable way to reach resources 
and opportunities that lie outside public transit, like 
jobs, job training, higher education, nutritious food, 
routine medical care, not to mention the cultural 
and natural blessings of our region.  A first-class 
metro-wide transportation system would 
powerfully open avenues out of poverty.  

The third reason for metro-wide transit is that it 
would ease our draw on environmental 
resources, spurring the kind of development that 
entails more consolidated pipelines, electric grids, 
and roadways, while complementing pedestrian 
and bicycle friendly development.  The fourth 
reason is that regional transit would offer quality 
of life benefits for everyone, regardless of class, 
age, or ZIP code.  For those who do currently 
drive, the opportunity to hop on public 
transportation would afford less time commuting 
behind the wheel, stuck in traffic, or searching for 
parking - realities that will only grow worse as our 
population expands unless we prepare the way for 
other types of transit now.  A metro-wide system 
could also mean fewer drunk drivers on the road, 
as well as fewer texting drivers, and it would open 
up unprecedented opportunities for people 
throughout greater Richmond to maintain mobility 
as they age.  Overall, regional transit holds benefits 
that can unite us across jurisdiction, class, age, 
race, and religion (just to name a few of our 
standard divisions).  


